Rufus I
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e of the grent things about hend
g on down to a local cruise night or car
show in the Chicagoland area is that you
stand a good chance of commmg across a
genuine piece of automotive history, Such
15 the case with any of the hundreds of cus-
tom car fans who have been lucky enough
to run across John Possedi’s “Rulfus™ car
Jurang Tus meany vears of Jedicated owne-
ship.

This umigue artifact from hot
rodding’a early days began its life as a
humble 1951 Chevrolet coupe — that s, un-
til famed builder Darmryl Starbird got his
hamds onit. Starbird wae a pioneering force
inthe world of custom cars, putting together
famed vehicles such as LePerle (based ona
57 Thunderbird) and the Predicta bubble
top car. Eventually, Starbird would partmer
with Monogrum to create 15 original model

kits based on his hot red designs, an inter
esting side note to a career that would see
him continue to tour with his full-scale cars
tor decades before foomding the nations |
Rod and Custom Car Hall of Fame Museum ,
located in Oklahoma, Hall of the museum s
50 resident cars were onginally built by
Daryl Starbard

Acoondug o Posseds, Starbad wu-
tally customized the front and rear of Rufus
betore aking the Chevrolet to several cus-
tom car showsa over the course of the next
few years. In 1957, the car was chopped
and sectioned and of course painted a brand
new color - a yearly repaint was part and
parcel of Starbird’s hot rodding habits. By
1963, the coupe had made its way 1o Chi-
capo where another hot rod 1con, Roger
Lick, would mmstall a completely new cus-

tom interior. The impetus behind the rede-
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sign was the 1964-65 World's Fair in Mew
York City. Although Rufus suffered its share
of indignities on its way to the event (hav-
ing unexpectedly slid oft its trailer en route
and come to rest in a conwvenient cornfield -
anear-dsaster mol discovered unul the car’'s
custodians were another 80 miles down the
road), it proved to be a big hat am ongst at-
e

As with many custom show cars of

1ts era, alter the World’s Fair the "51
Chevrolet was seld to an owner who re-
lieved it of its drivetrain and then proceeded
to 1gmore 1t for several yvears. By the time
current owner John Possedl come across the
vehicle it was siting behind a local gas sta-
tion, completely exposed to the elements.
The owners of the business had lost their
lease on the land, and knowing that John
wis the kind of guy who was inlerested in
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these types of custom car projects they
called him up to ask him if he wanted to
save the vehicle from heading to the scrap
vard. Poszedi responded inthe affirmative,
and took possession of the car in 1968,
The most recent restoration of Rulus
occurred in 2009 which 1z whe n it acquired
it current distenclive orange pamt job,
Pussedi saicd sl the automolole has gons
through many different merations since it
was [irst built, with the only omginal com-
penenta left on the car being the roof and
the rear window. That being said, the we-
hicle staved Chevrolet through and through,
with no components from other brands be.
ing grafted onto its original body — just the
custom, hand-formed work of many differ-
ent teams of dedicated craftsmen shaping
the fins, fromt end and everything else on
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Fir ahe 2000 pestoration, the enfire car was stnpped, whech was whan Tobn and s
team {made up of has cousm and kis sonj discovered only a single, l1r|1. rust q"-ul whine |1
wias ground down and waken care of immediately. Pc ssedi refers to Rufus as th

a5 the car was fully leaded and welded wath no other tvpes of filler u:—;::d
during the restoration. This was part of a concerted ¢ffort made to ensure that all of the
techniques used during the 5 d origmally been employed
when the car was [Grst bl : ‘5 INLETEOT,
mamntaining the Roger Lick design but updating the matenials. The Chevy s passe
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1zed in. Under the hood, Rufus now sports a 30
I 265 blc r|| 1t had served as
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TR automatis transmission sends the enging’™s outpul o the rear wheels.

John haz number of other rods
and customs populating an cclectic

e of fun and unuseal nides, and he

anly no stranger 1o the collector
car seene.  As to the crigins of hes
Starbird Chevrolet’s distinetive name?
“In 19561 bought a "33 Plymouth,” re-
counts Pos “*Um the side it saud
Fufus 1. My ne s a 1927 Model
T, and T decided voname 1t Kufus 2, By
the time the Starbird car came
Rufus 3 seemed like a natural fit.”
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