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The Smazik’s ‘58 Willys
e 'Truack oo oo

Fire truck collectors are a special breed, a umique group of individuals who can
appreciate the tunctional beauty of these hite-saving machmes. Part of the fun of fire
truck ownership is the “one-of-one™ aspect associated with many of the rare firefighting
conversions that were done inthe 1940's and 1950s by fire departments who used a wide
variery of different ruck platforms o get the job done. Mark Smazik's 1958 Willys fine
truck 15 an excellent example of just how rewardime antigque [re equepment can be

Mark’s fire truck started life in 1958 after it was ordered by Woodville State Hospi-
tal, Fenmsylvama in chassis cab forme so that it could be comvented wa fire Dghting vehwle
by Howe. Based in Anderson, Indiana, Howe was one ol the oldest and most experienced
buslders of fire apparatus an the United States. Woodville State Hospital got many years
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of service out of the Willys before it was sent to
Western State Hospatal (also in Pennswlvania) and
then eventually to Haverford State Hospatal

By the time it arrived in Smazk’s lite, it had
traveled a mere 21,000 miles. an odomeeter Teading
that he says ie not uncommon for fire wehicles, es-
pecial iy those which operated on campus and whach
were not required 1o fan outl across a rural area to
beat back the flames of house fires. “It's not un-
wsul to find 40 yvear-old rucks with only 7,000 m les
showing,”™ he suid

The story of exactly how this: partacular Wil lys
truck jomed Mark's fleet of vehicles 1s a long and
interesting one that i filled with a mumbBer of eventa
which together eventually drew ham towards snag-
ging a fire vehicle of his own. Like many people in
tha h-.\l'\-h:-.'._ MAark wa s miroduced 1o the womdars of
¢lassic cars through has Father, who had always been
interested in owning unusual automobiles that were
seldom seen at shows or on the streets. The jov of
rolling onto the field ina one-of-a-kind car or truck
rubbed off” onto Musk at an early age, and the (st
vchicle that he himself restored wasa 1921 Franklin

A fire tnack 1z certainly an unusual collector
W l\.'.I"II‘L'-IL'. l"".d[ :‘\{EIT]{.H "GJ.I.'LFIHH.:ITL L III'I.'lJ. H:I1ld SYiEnl I.IEL‘”:‘!'
restore this type of truck was strengthened by his
et
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veRicle that he himself restored was a 192
Frankhn

A fire truck is centainly an unusual
collector velicle, ot hdark™s diecisiom to fimd
and eventually restore this type of tnack was
strengthened by his own personal connec-
tiem bo the Willys margue. The first father/
sor bui ld that he ever undertook was on a
49 Jeepster, which had mmatially been un-
tended ae Mark's igh school nde but tumeed
oul far too mice to be trusted to the adoles-
cent attendees at the Iocal place of learmng

eepecially gince a leepater e paeentially
impossible to keep locked. This lead Mark
o locate and restore a "o1 Willy's pickup
{coincidentally, with the same tvpe of cab
found on the fire truck he would later pur-
chase) which served as his daily driver for
several vears,

Time marched on, and in 1979 Mark
and his father moved house in ordar to find
more storage space lor a growing car col-
lection. Driving down the street in his newly
ni_‘ll‘:]*uTr-n;_'l 1o (ke rqh}.‘_ SmaFil nodieced a
help wanted sign in the window of the local
fire howse and he ended up spending the next
11 vears as 4 member of the area’s volun-
teer fire department. This was a great ex-
pemnicnue ancl a very Imppy e in hMark™s
life, and one which certainly pre-disposed
himi to a hankering for a fire truck of his
oW ene daw

With motive now clearly established

— a link to the Willys brand, the love of

unaque and unusual vehicles and a long has-

tory as a firefighter —all
that was left was for the
gead of the idea to be
plamted i Mark s mimd.
Irorically. it was while
trying o persuade his
Cathaer W buy i fire ruck
that Smazik ended up
being convinced that
thia i3 what he himael £
needed to dos

“I sand tomy dad
one day, hey, why did
vou never have a lire
truck of wour own7 They look great, lots of
chrome. nice letter, ete,” Mark recounted
“He replied that they had never interested
him but then he almust dared me W o oul
and pet one mysell.” This was when Smazik
made the “smartass™ decigsion, in his words,
to prove to his dad that yvea, he could go out
and get a hre truck and have a great ume
doing it — a decision that would lead 1o the
eventual 1958 Willvs find.

“15 years ago, [ had seena Willys hire
truck driving alongside the highway at a
chemeal plamt T used to pass from me o
time duning my commute,” Mark said, “and
I always though that vuck looked great.™
With the truck and Jeepster gone to rustle
up the cash for a down payment omn his house
and a solt place m his heart For Whllys — not
to mention a couple empty spots in his ga-
rage — Mark talked the idea over with his
wife and ended up posting some want ade
in national publications looking For what he
thowght would be a very difficult to Jocate
Willyz fire vehicle 5o apecific was his
search that he even mcluded a black and
white phote of exactly the vehicle he was
looking for.

The response 1o bus want ads was al-
most nstantancous. Soemingly before the
ink had dried on the page, Smazik received
a phone call from a gemtleman im Pennsyl -
vania whoe claimed to have the truck he wae
looking Tor. Aller a few phone conversa-
tions, Mark had the man send am photos
in the mail that indeed showed the Willy =

[isl]

{ire vehicle he had béen covetmg, Atnipto
Mdechanicsburg that fall swith his trailer had
him coming home at long last with a fire
truck of hes very own

Mark saws that he was fortunate to
find a very complete vehicle. Only a few
mems were missing from the oniginal eguip-
ment that was on the Willys, and overall
there was very hittle rust. The only real rot
was found in the water trapa created by the
cabinets that had been bunlt around the rear
tenders. The truck’™s restoration ended up
being a lot more detailed tham he had origi-
nmally planned — instead of touching up the
truck’™s pamnt himself, he was persuaded by
a friend who owned a collision repair shop
to let thenn handle a full re-spray so as to
provide the best pussible colur coverage.
Smazik stripped down and sanded the truck
prior to sending it out for paint, and was
extremcly happy with the resulta. The cabin
mterior was kept onginal Willys in every
way.

The gold laaf, lettering and striping
on the outside of the truck were done by
Hob Behounek of the Chicago Brushmasters
—the same Bob Behounek who did such an
excellent pob om the Gearhead News Panel
Truck. Bob was so0 mevculous about the
1ob that he actually photographed and did
rubbings of the original door work so that
bie would have a pattem from which to rep-
licate the cnginal seripting down to the last
detail when performing his own lettering
work,  Mark save that
Behounek was even
able 10 replicate the tiny
arrovwrheads at the lead-
g edge of each of the
sripes, and that he was
awealth of information
about the hastomcal let-
tering and fontsused on
the Willys truck.

Mechamically,
Mark decided to pull
and Ireshem the ongmal
Z226=-cubic nch Humi-
cane straight =iv-cylin-
der engine that came
with the fire tnack. The
Willy shifts through a
three-speed transmis-
son that offers a high
and low range transfer
case. In keeping with
hiz desire for outhentioity, he also elected
to completely refurbish the truck’s Iront-
mounted J50-gallon per minute Waterous
pum p. which now functions as well as it did
the day the vehicle was onginally converted
Adthough the ruck only offers storage Tor
around 150 gallons of water. the pump 1s
serious business, capable of significant
Huowghput when conmecied o a large:
tanker truck or a fire hydrant.

Mark loves to drive his fire truck, but
15 quate sellective about where he chooses to
do so. “The rear of the truck = a lot wider

Melanie rlig.‘rﬂ al Ihn: ”'{]'.mﬂﬁmc' 66 Car Show in Bervm

than the cab, which makes it difficult to
navigate in modemn traffic, " he smd. “T have
had a ot of trouble locating period correct
s1cde mamors, which means that alnmost ey
ery lane change is a leap of fath.” Smamk
prefers to take his Willys to shows and cruise
nighis inside his enclused tailer, which of-
fers just encugh room o winch i the &, 000
Ib fire Gighter, The truck has made it o sev-
eral firc equipmaent apecialty showa, and has
scored at least 380 points out of 400 n
Amenican Automobile Club of Amerca
(AACA) judging, earming it a Sensor farst
place award — an impressive accomplish-
ment from a&n owner whoe considers himself
an amateur hobbwist. Mark rarely encoun-
ters any other Willys fire vehicles of the
summe vinluge when he does his rounds of
the show circuit, which Fulfills his
longstanding desire to have one of the least
common trucks arcund.

Perhaps the most special aspect of
Mark’s 1958 Willy s fire truck can be found
in whal 1% emblazoned on the side of emch
deor. Inplace of the onginal Woodville Fet-
lering 1% a new inscription For “Melville State
Hosmital™ This s a inbute io Smaxk’s

daughter Melanie, who has been a huge Fan
of the wuck ever since it was first brought
home when she was only hive vears old.
Ower the vears she has evolved into the
truck’s carctaker, playing @ huge role in the
detailing, preparation and leading of the
truck before shows and serving as a resource

g—

for those curious obout the vehicle by an
swering their questions about et

“Melanie is the heir to an eclectic col-
lection of unusual classic cars and trucks™
Mark said. “The Willys i1s like a pant of the
family — wae've pul 50 much into it — and
my father amd [ have done our best to instill
the same spint in my daughter that has
heslped ws Keep the collectyon gong over all
of these years.” It would certainly appear
that thanks to Mark's efforts, the Willys will
be in good hands for many, many yeors (o
coma.
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