whtiy 0 eathieadnews.com

Ry Aenyamin Hunfing

Volksurazen Beetfles are sorme of the
most-loved classic antormobiles out theTe.
Their sherr nhiqty rnake s them & popnlar
choire for builde 1s looking to put together
arvyltung Cooooeonidd Lo wild, aod Lheir sienple
platforms tale them a custom car
designer’s drearn. The populanty of the
Brotle sornctmes malees it tough for hotrod
fans to come up with sorne thing trmly ongi-
nalwhen it comes fime to put together ther
own clamic Vollewagennde. Itis thic par
ticnlar challenge makes Chad Ross™ 1265
Be etle custom that rmuch more impre sive

Chad’= Reetle stepe auayy from the
tre ndvyrrat rod inte rpretations of the compact
car’s pint-sired appearance and instead tale s
the Vollemwragen in an entirvely new dire ction.
Thanks to lus nmque gift for fabne aton and
a lefinite ndoridualistic streak, Ross las
beenable to grve lus 1965 drop fop the kind
of long and low hnes that would not look
out of place on a much lavger auternobila.

Gearhead Mews

Chad’s Custom VW Beetle

Phofas . Tohn Parl

By accentuating the smooth curves of the
Beetle’s desizn, shaving the wehicle’s em-
blerms, door handles and mizrrors and drop
ping the car on an aithag suspension, Chad
has create d one ftac k Bng that reserables tear
other examples on the road.

This 1965 Beetle hasbeen the object
of its owner s affections for two decades.
Infarct, it wasChad’s fathe r's love and owm-
ership of VW Bugs that lead to hitn acquir-
mg tus versre xannple i ovder to hmld it up
as his first real hot rod project. Purchased
with the express mtent of creating a nmique
strect machine that he could diee to shovws
and emjozrall surmrmer long, Foss st about
crea ting =rermonl.O ot hus Beetle. The end
reenlt was a rar that wonld hring him marh
happiness for many yeats.

Lfter mmning into touble with the
wehicle three wears ago at a showr far fom
home — a frustrating mcident that cansed
hirn Lo park his projecl for an exlended pe-
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nod oftime —Chad recently decided it was
time to coraple telyrestore his VW comeert-
thle. A pproachong e orig inal canee plowilh
renewred vigor, one of the first things he did
wras repaint the extenor color from

ta Centauri Pitch Black, The wwchicle s en-
gine, which at 1,776 oo 1s just a bit bizger
than the original stock nnit, was left largely
untouwched, butthe Beetle Thand fabrcated

MowiDe: 2010 FPage 17

alr suspe ns on sesterd allowed hirn to per-
fectlyrmateh is ride height withthe Amer-
cert Favciog oo which measure 16-1mebes
up front and 17-imches at the rear.

Virhen it carne time tore-do the VW5
nterior, Chad turned to his longhre fiend
Darve Wos of Yos Upholsteryy (703415
T03%). Basedin Lansmg, IL, Vos had the
tools and the design expertice required to
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match Ross’ wision for how the Beetle
should look mside.

Mz stresses that the woirle that was
done to the Beetle custorn was a team ef-
fort, with the pair working side by side in
corming up aith both the final plans for the
interior as well as puthng together the up-
holsteryrand panehng that would make 1ta
reality &t WVos erphasis s placed on mate b
ing the feel of a car’s passenger compart-
e ntwath the lookofits cxtenor hines. This
led to the creation of not only the arcled
oxtalood leather and alurmmun doox panel
trirn but alen the Beetle’s most mmtriguing
interior feature — the curved waterfall ton-
nean panel that replaces the rear seat and
which serves as a conver for the sfate of the
art stereo systerm nstalled m the auntorne-
bile. Woirapped i e same vablood ude as
the other panels mside the Beetle, this rn-
presmve pariel features a fimsh so precise
that it would focl cquallyatheric in a mod-
e Bentley, let alone a vintage Wolkswagen.

The rest of the 65 Beetle'’s mtenor
raintaine the sarne sleel and siraple lool
that graces its sheet metal Swprisingly

rooray inside for such a small car — Dave
Vos says that he gets a luck out of the reac-
tons of 1itne mes when he unfolds i ax-
foot-plus fraroe from the VW's passenger
seat — the antormobile featmres a plain steel
dash devroid of any instme ntation save a
gpeedometer. The oxblood buckets were
banedwn e taare Carnes ol mid-70% Wolva
units, cut down theee 1inches and recomvere d
with news foarn and leather, The clean phi-
loso phy for the Boetle’s inmdes spraings di-
rectly from the brain of Ross, who put to-
cether the clean-looking dash hirmself.

The lift-off roof, wvhich had criganallsy
been built by Chad and his father 20 years
beforehand, also received an update, swap-
ping out its purple hues for a black
hErcedes-Benz comertible cloth covening
uver andaluroiooen Cacce . Tlndesoea Gy e
VW s he adliner source s the same matenal
used mmside BHolls-Foyre ulta-lovury s -
dans. The comparbmenthidde nbythe hood
offers a sirmilar high-class, et saaple de-
g, featuring afunctonal lnggaze rack that
pernctly matches the o ustorn car’s styde.
Heedless to say; the 1965 Beetle gar-
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ners a ton of attention eseersparhere it goes,
and Chad finds lnmself const antl v fie lding

gueslivns abunl whal exeac Oy he e dreing,.

T he nnique, ranscul ar looks of the car =et it

apart from other Yolkswagzen hot rods, and
wiathboth hie father and close fiend Dane

Wos irvobeed i the bumld process Ross says

] ol
Dve &z and fhe Thad Ross_family

_—-

that thete is a lot of ermotional atta chme nt
nrvobved i what he has always referred to
as o “Taroil vy progec L™

Mowr back on 1ts feet after spending
tirne avay from the scene, the 65 Seert s
ready to once agam grab eveballs at car
shows around the hlidaest.
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