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Gearhiead Mews

Get Your Ride Ready
For Winter!

By Rengamin Humfing

That time of wear iz just around the
comer — the three to four month penod
where most Clucagoland gearheads tuck
their ndes in fora long winter's sleep The
snow, 1ce, salt and cald right be tough to
slog through on a regular hasis, but if’ you
are lucluyenouzh to hase asafe space to store
wour rod or custom car from Mowermber
tluongl to the end of Bach flien son wall
atleast only have your dailydiver to worry
about during the cold weather grind.

atoring a wehicle for the winter i=n™
quite as Sraple as parlang it pocketing the
kewsand pullmg down the garage door. In
order o male sire that yom are doing e
enything possible o protect yowr autorno-
bile while it sits idle during the colder
months there are a conple of consderations
and preparations you shonld make pror to
saning goodbye to the smmer divang sea-
SO

Tostartlets start with the fuel. To avoid

any fuel probleme it 1= recormmended that
you store your ve hicle with almost a full
tanls ot Zas, to frorto avowd any condensa -
fion issnes A good qualite el stakilizer
chonld be used following their directions.
Use prerniumm gas when storing and try
arolding “topping off” the tank. Fill up to
dbont only 7% of a tank.

The next step nnvolves choosing the
rightstorage location Idealls; you will want
to find an enclosed area that 15 as diy as
posmible | regardless of whether it 15 heate
or ot Mvloisture 15 the muaber one enerasy
ofanyeluc le that 15 sithng toran exte ndec
periodof tirne ac 1t can attac Iowining, chee t
e tal and pamt, leaving you witha doll fin-
ish and possizle comopsion issues. Eventhe
mside of an emgine can see significant darn-
age 1f' 1t 15 left athng in an moist spot for
rworilbnala Licne.

Once you have rade sure that your
clorage area 1s as dry as possible, the next
. stopis tocnmare that yeurschicle
15 protec ted from any of'the snall
creature s which might want to
carye out a nestinade of 1t whule
thesr thernselves hide frorn the
winter chill. Logicallwy, the best
protec tion is bo select a garaze that

doe=n’toffer acce=s to the outside
- world, bulils always o good idea
by to employ secondary measures
just in case muce, sguimnels or
othor ro dents manage to find a

way Mio you storage area. Usu-
ally, blocking the exhaust pipes

and air mtales with steel wool (arhich ro-
dents cannot chew throngh) wnll help yon
to ke e prwerrmin at hagr Spmnlding mothhalls
throughont the passenger compartment,
under the hood and in the trunk are also ef-
tectve at keepang these cntters out of the
plctore.

Lcting as a bainier to oth woistore
and muce 15 a good quality car cover. An
1ndoor car cover should hold hzht to the
bottorn of vour <ehicle s bodyrwork and in
clude pocleets fior the side murrors. [tshounld
alsobe made of'a breathable tabne that wall
allmrr air to mivenlate imdrmeath at to fime
ther prevent moisture from being trapped
against your car’s finish. Prior 1o putting

the cower on, rale sure that wou hawe
washed and thoroughly dned your vehicle.
£y fresh coat of wax alse helps to protect
wour cat’s shine and reduce any wear from
having the cover sit on it all winter.

Lode from leeeping your car clean,
wrapped and snuz against the wet and
natmre’s gnawers, there are a fewr other ar
e a5 of car storage thatare often ove rloodued.
Mot all enthnsiasts change their car’s ol
Tac fore pulling il away Dor e winler, oo
example, wiue his an important ste pace ord-
1ng to Rowal Purple™s Greg Parker.

i3reg told us that ralung sure to swap
out old o1l for fresh o1l 1s necesary to help
protect the engine from the gnme and dut
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that 15 snspe nded i the nsed lubncant slosh-
mgZ around the engine atthe endot'the drave-
g season. [fthe ol 1=t changed priorto
storing acar, thensludge and other contami-
nants can pool and thickenat the bo trorn of
the oil pan orver tirne. This means that when
the vehicle 15 fired up when being brought
vl ul s lorage chonlas ol slodee coold ei-
ther block important paszagevays or ewen
stay stuck to the ol pan.

Parler recormrne nds changing the oil
wrnediatel i prior to stonmg a vehicle, and
then drmving 1tfor about 30 runutes the day
it g echeduled to be put awary for the win-
ter. The freshoil will ensure that the engine
stays clean throughout the storage period
1 and 1= properlsr lubed up when

restarted several months later,
webude Lhe shworl deve helpe b e-
move anyw moisture from the
rootor.

Moisture build-up in an
enzine 15 in fact the man reason
whyra vehicle should notbe regu-
larlyetarte d and idle d during the
storaze period. Whale foll wis-
dorm might sugzest that thisisthe
best way to keep an engine
healthywhen notre zulatlybe mg
waed, Dus Lype olcold-slarl and
1dle procedure will actually increase wear
as well as the molsiire mside anengine and
posiblvlead to conemion or other 1sme 5.

L zood practice s to “fog” the motor
withasprytype of “fogging” solution. This
prevents cydinde v corromon durning lay up.
This nrvolves spraying the fogging oil into
the carburetor while the rmotor is mnning.
Fog the rotor until wou get abit of smoke
from the tal prpes. Check with your stor-
age guiy first a5 he may not want 1o have
wol ac clde itally smoke up his building . IF
this 15 the case there are other products that
o maybe able to use that ave a conlxina-
tian fuel stabilizer and cylinde r protectant.
such prodoe s ave “Store -M-Start”™ and EZ-
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to-Store Hi-to-afart. The spraw
type fogeing mils and  these fed
additives should be available
from wyour local patts Stores, or
1ftheycan’t help, the localboat
store will have them. Cars with
fuel injec ion and catalytic con-
verters should use the later
method for cylinder protection.
Pleage checle with vour marnnfac
ture first.

L nother often misunder-
ctood ampert of =ehirle storage
hasto do withbattery care . Matt
Inzram from CTEE (ctelocom) explained
to s that rnodem batteries are much better
bt than those of even ten vears azo. Un-
fortunate Iy saws Ingra, battersr chaigers
hawe not quite kept up the pace, which
roe aris that olderbattersrtenders are not nec-
ematilysafe to use with the late ot inbattery
tec hnologies.

Iaft told us that in order to keepa
hattrrirfresh while a rar s heing stored for
the winter the best optionis to use a“smart”
charger which can detectwhen the hattery
ha= been fully charged and cut the juice
flowing to it untl it once again requires o p-
ping up. Thi s peeweents the cnrerc hargang that
15 common when using an older tnclkle
charger with a newer battery [11s also n-
portant to match your battery type wath the
nght lund of charger, as some enthnmast
battenes trom Chphma or AGDH requre a
more robust charging solution in order to
stayingood shape. & smart chargeris par
ticularly important when storing a more
raodern car as the electronics installed n
recentvelucle place a greater drain ona sit-
Ling balle oy Lhan Che Ly pica ] eoerss y demmands
of an older hot rad.

Ilatt Ingrawm was also able to dispel a
tovar other ravths smrounding bathe v stor
age during the winter months. There 15 re-
allwyr no need to rermove a batters frorm a we-
hie le wrkule 1t = connected bo a omartcharger
— the system will charse propely despate
being conne cted to the automobile. Feep-
1ng the batte v full v charged will preseent it

frorn recefving any darnage from the cold
weather, as it wonld tale ternperatures of -
B0F to darnage a fully fopped-up batteny
Cm the contrany an e mptr batbersr can e
damaged 1f 1t 15 stored ansnwrhere near the
freezing point, so a charger is a st to pro-
tert our irmrestme nt. Ifyoun don’t have ac
cess to electric ity at vour storage site, then
removing the battery and keeping 1t con-
nerted oA smart charge vin orhassment
15 the nextbest comrse of ac tion.

our final word of advice when it
comes to winber storage has to do with tires.
aorne custora car owners choose fo store
theivvelncles ona set of older 1ulaler i o1-
derto avold flat-spothing a s=tof sood tires.
While astoraze period of onlya few months
i unlikely to cause any damage to radial
tires, if wou do not hawe acces to winter
whe els fior ywour car then wou can sumply
ovrr-nflate yomr hives hy five poomds per
squatre inch or so to help the sidewall re-
tain sHfY. There is no need 1o re 501t 10 projs-
pihZ wour car up on jack stands — your
whe els and fires were designed o mantan
a he anr static load cver Hive, wiule sour
jac e points were not. [t 's not worth the sk
of discovering potential frame or
crosmncribet davage at the cnd of the win-
ter seasom.

By tollowing these tips, there 15 no
reacon that weur hot rod chouldn®™ ermege
trorn 15 lubernation m the sprng looling
atnd difving as great as it didthe day it was
put to bed.
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