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The P-51 2006 Mustang

Story Bewjamm Aimang Fhotos Jokm Forll, Gemrfend Gl Lariyah

When Phil Bartnic ki drosee his 2006 Ford BMustang home and parked it inhis di=e-
wray for the first time, he could not have knevan that he was dbouot to erdbark on a jouwrney
Tl woudd see bis oewe ouscle car evolve Do g eeo-door cowpe Wooa Lving, brealhiog
tribute to one of history™= most celebrated fizhte ¥ planes.

Plul had long been anaviation nat, and 1sinfact a pervate pilot checked out onboth
iZemna and Mper aircraft, but at first he didn® malke the connection betwecn his Ford
Mfinstang and 1ls World War II namesale. Imtially he was content fo suoply enjoy the
power provvide d by ats 4 8-Iiter V2 engine, and three davys after he bought the car it gained
a set of TB A muftlers so thathe couldbetter hear the intoxicating note of itz mall under full
throtle.

It might have heer doe to some kind of sublirninal me=sage encoded in the JBA

Fhil receiving the Gearhead Mews Fublisher 5 Choice Aweard af the Eniglhts of
Columbrs Coar Show

e xhavsl Mg uercies, ol suddendy Berlouchi had ataandoned his plans ol bes pioge e Blus-
tang stock and instead began to assemble a wery potent steet rmachine. Within the first
yvear of ownershup, the bnght vellow pony had gained a Foush supercharger, along with a
tull exhanst — mcluding headers — to replace the orginal afteimarket tuufflers he had fiist
installed. The car also bernefited from a custorm suspension systerm dunng that sarae pe -
rod, grng it alower look and & more cormec ted feel behind the wheel. Mostofthis worlk
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woats done al Bod Balber Ford o Plainlield, TT, and il was Lhere Lhal Phul fesl heacd aboul
the tearm of bu lders whao would end up taling his Mustang to the next lewel.

“T had aske d the service manager where Iconld get lugh quabtystiping done on the
car” Darhucka recalled. “Tle gane me taro aphons, but saidd that if T ae all srarante d the lest
possible work then I should make sure to choose Midwest Hot Bods™

WMidwest Hot Rods (21 5-254RODGY operates a 23,000 square foot facility (also
lozated in Planfield) that has been serdcing the Chicagoland custor car scene since
1247, The compansy offers serac e ranging frorn engine bulding to body work to paint
and ewerytiuing m bebreen. Wyhen bartmcka rolled into the Mhdwest Hot Hods shop, he
certainly had no inkding that firet striping job would lead to a design partnership that
would radicallyrivansform lus 06 BAustang mibo whatitis today. Afterseeing how waell the
stripes trmed out, Philbegan to get into dee per discussions with Dan Tlreich regarding
howr the hdidwest Hot Fods tearn could keepon twealing the ruscle car to match the
plans that were forrnulating in Barbucla’s head. [t was at this point that the P-51 conce pt
meallyvhbegan to tale shape.

“Lt first, we added afewrsraall touches to the car, suchas reroving the rear quarter
windows to add the scoops, moving the battery to the tunk and worlang on some plashc
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filler panels for the frontend,” Ulreich said.
Cinee past theze 1mtal modificahons to the
cak, it was hke soreone had flipped a
switch, and the creatfre dymarnic be taeen
the tuo of the mreally icked into hizh ge ar.

Plul realized that the natural c onmec-
tiom etween the o1iginal Mustang that le
had abarays adrmired — the P-51 fizhter pane
tha t ruled the skies during the 5econd World
War and his owm Mlustang could finally
be expressed through the tale nis of the team
athidwest. “Things started to morve much
fae ter after that mnitial cosrmetic worl we did
on the car”™ said Ulreich. “Starting with
replacing the plastic tanks under the hood
with alurunum nmts, and added a wet -
trous systera to the car™

Flul’s enthiusiasen fueled Lhe Lidnsfior-
tationofhis Ford bostangz intoa hizhper
formance tribute to one of the most effiec-
trnc acral combat planes cwer constrae ted.
Bartmucla's atte nbon to de tail meant that al-
rast no aspect of 'the car’s appe arane e went
untouched in terms of bnnging the avnation
theme to life. Further changes to the out-
side of the coupe inclnded tongue-in-cheel
‘lill stickers’ in the fiorm of Japanese and
European automobve badges, along wath
peirtslabing Iy airbroshed rivels aloog Lhe
length of the bMustang’s rear wing that re-
gquired so ruch concentration and time on
the part af the Mdwe st Hot Bods croar that
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Ulreich recalle d having, to walk away from
the tacl =ewveral Hraes mn order 1o clear hic
rung and stayr fornsed on what his hands
wewE doing. Thevehicle's interior was simi-
latler transformed to resernble a P51 cocle-
pit, with awcraft-style switches and ganze
pods used whersrer possible . Fach head-
rest featuesa representation of the airplane,
while under the hood the fuse box hasheen
painted to rescmble an open containcr of
arroubon.

The hood and trunk lids both have an
additional surprise for those talung a closer
lool at Phil’'s P-51 Ford Mustang, Cht bacle,
4 be antifnl aithmshed scene frorm the Pa-
cific theatre of WW2 has been anbrushed
on a flat alurmnum panel by Big MNick's
Gt ez 1o Eoe nosbes, Wlisicoresin (262 -A0d4-
1425). Also capturing the orginal P-51
Mustang in flizht, along with a flock of B-
17 and BE-102 anplanes 15 a scene from
the European theatre that was just completed
by Big Micl, and wluch will be mstalled
under the hood on a siroilar panel. The de-
tail in each of the s 1mages 15 meredible,
and breathtalingl v capmres the spirit of
Amenrca’s most revered fizhter

hMidwest’s Dan Ulreich has emjoyed
e oo = penl working wille Phil un Lhe B-
51 project, and in parbcular ughlizhte d the
trust that hasbuilt between the shop’s crew
and the bAustang s owner. Forhis part, Pl
has stated that he prefe rsto let the creatne-
ity ofindradoals like Tlreic hand Biz MNiclk
flow thro ugh into their worl,, and thatwhile
he will suzgest and gmde the desgn pro-
cess he vralues the input and skill of the in-
drAacinals at Whders Hot Bods who haee
put so much fne mto ks pride and jor

Alhwweh ool an allenbvn-seeber al
heart, Phil does admit that dimaing a bright
wellow huistang —in parhecular, one that has

been gronsuch a nnigue hot rod treatrent

— does attract a fair armonnt of intezest from
ather drmrers and pamere-hy Mot of the
tirne, he 15 happey to watch frorm a distance
a5 others adrmire his ride, but he Jid men-
tion one incide nt foom two years ago that
he has been unable to forget.

“T was at a comise wught, as usual, and
I noticed an older man stanmg mtently at
iy car,” related Barbueln, “AsT walled
over to talk to hira, he tumed tovwards me
and I could see lus eyes bnmming with
tears ™

“T needl toy flag theme dunng the wat, he
told rme.” Plil was speechless. “I couldn’
heliewe that mw hinstang had bee n able o
make that kind of connection with sorme-
ane who had actually put their hife on the

Line mthe cockpat of the ac tnal fighter plane.
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[twras all Icould do to keepfrom teanng up
trmelf as | listened o his storge™

What les ahead for the 2006 P-51
Ford IMInstangzs Fhil is still brimrning with
1deas for fine -tuming the roose e car’s agro-
nanheal look, e luding paimting the nitrous
tanksto e seanble A1 Foce oxlnance as well
as sorme howr incorporating a woke frorm an
artual P-51 airplane mio the antomobie’s
mterior. He also would hile to arbruch the
lull badges 1o help srmooth out the look of
the current decals. In betaeen stops at hd-
west Hot Fods for the next steps 1n his
Wnstang s transformation, Bartnicki wall
continye @ Iy low all ower [1linois at the
cruse mghts and car shows that gre him
the chance to mboduce people to bus cus-
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