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Tou don't hawe to cast your net too
tar in the Chiragnland to smag =ormenne
whose confrbutons fo the local car scene
moabe heen o Very Inporlanl Gearbead
(W& Becently we canght tpwith broad-
caster and dedicated champion of Clicago
autonotone cultme Paul Duoan. Paul took
the firne to speal with us about his passion
fior motorsportsand his own love affair with
all things rmechamcal, a relationchip that
biegan 5o riany years ago as a young o huld
under the tutelage of a similarly besatted
father

Wy father was a mild-rmannered
pharmacist” recalls Brian, “but he always
owred interesting cars.” Panl's father would
park asuccesion of muscle cas in the fam-
1lyrchmee v srdmning the 176005 and 705, saath
Panl’s first real antomotre e mory being
thatot'a 1264 Pontiar Catalina Venhira with
a burgundyy fingch and a tn power 421 un
der the hood. & parof GTCO sfollowed soon
atter, and not td be leit out, Faul = mother
alen moin om the lead foot art wath 2 1967
Chevrolet Malibn 3596 35 cormeerbble.

That Brian had access 1o the Arer-
can metal belonging to his parents took
sore of the sting out of rile rnposedbyrhis
father that botl he and lus lavother wounld
hawe to wait until they were fimshed col-
lege before they could own cars of thewr
owt. Paul’s father aleo acenaged i son’s
burming de=ite for a car to call lus own
ather wavys, such as thelr annmal pilznmage
together to the Clhicago Auto Show  The
patiarch would show up at the school at-
tended by the brothers, scoop them ot of
class and then the three of them would ot
the town dresed fo the nines intent on en-
joyng the spectacle of the show itself as

well as a spectac nlar dinner that evemng at
one of the city's finer restaurants.

While both the Chicago Auoto Show
arwd Lhe geathead leodenc e liansmolled o
Paul Bran throngh the DR & of his parents
cave him s early miterest in the antome-
tre world, 1t was an caxpericnee at a race at
Foad &rmerica in 1964 that would sink its
claws mto him and 1z mite a paszon for rac-
g that wounld come to define hus pergpec
tree on antormobiles for the rest of hus hife.
Jeemg the Perran 450 | Mploted brr fngie
Pahet at Fllehart T aler walle aweaty weth that
davy’s winse nt Brian down a path tha twould
blend together the auto industrsy and his ca-
reer as a radio and television broadeaster
for the next seve ral decades.

Paul Duan has spent the past thiatsr
years as an active force mboth the Clucago-
area rcar scene and i international racimg,
combirung a slevr of radio hochng gios with
a three year stint with the &lfa Romeo
Indyl_ar team, which operated between
1989 and 1991 and whirh ineInded drmeers
&1 Un=ser, 531 and Bobero Guernrero on its
roster. He then was a crucial part of the
tearn that hrought the IndwCar Badio Tet-
work to Lfe atter lus time at &1fa Bomeo
was coluple te.

Todayy, most Chirago residents are no
doibt farailiar with Brian fhrough his Drave
izlucago radio prograr that aire on Wla
LB L300 each and every Sahrdaymoernung.
Ihe award-wanming broadcast touches ona
wde range of antomotve topirs, disrnss-
g mdustry rends, motorsports and the 1=s-
sues that are ifnportant 1o eve sy drivers.
Branalso nsesthe program as a wawto pro-
mote racing and car enthusiast events in
Clucagoland as vwell as statr i1 towchoarth
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tre robers of the comrmirutthat have helped
to kee p the local scene so wibrant and almee.

In addition o lus work on the an-
waves, Paul Brian has also played an irm-
portant role 1n oramm@ng and excpanding the
sarne Clucago Bute 5 how that he attended
asa young rran. He weas grven the opportn-
ity to oficially join the Aute Show team
after &1fa Romeo withdrew frorn the North
Lymerican rrarlet and folded their racimg
operations. It was an offer he couldn’t
refuse, and he descrbes s 17 years as the
Director of Cormmunications and spolkes
rnan for the show — and 15 parent orgamza-
Loy, the Chocazo Soomobide Trade Sawo-
clation — as the equrralent of “playing inan
adult-sized toybox.” Bnan feels quite for
tunate that he 15 able to indulze his lome for
auntomobiles in such a hands-on, official
capacity; and he also 15 a strong advocate
tor the qualibe s and immercations thathe feels
hawe helped set the Cluc ago Auto Show
apart from some ot the other major anto-
motme events hath m & merra and ahroad

“The abilityrfor the average carbuyer
or driving enthusiast o ac tallyinteract with
thewehicles ondisplayrat the Chicazo shonar
15 unmatched,™ he says, pointing to the sue-
cess of programns like Cluyrsler s nwdoor test
track that has, since 1ts mee pon m 20005,
seen 200000 parbcipants test dimve brand-
newrvehicles sold by the antormaleer. Bran
15 of the opition that the hands-on natore of
the Clicago shoar grves 1t a ditterent char-
artet than more mdnsteformeed Farents,
and that the sheer size and gquality of the
wenne it is held at (YR Cornmick Flace) gies
the organizers the freedorn to explore near
concepts for vistor mterac hon and weluele
pre se ntation.

Panl’s own personal daler driver and
velicular love interest s Helza, a 1996
Porzche 911 that he has ke pt roostley stocl
withthe exce plionof upgraded and widered
lE-1nch wheels and a better stereo systern.
FEnan ruplaims that Helza 15 the most fim
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car that he has everowned andthatshe sat-
15fies a long-standing desire toowdma 711 —
a car he has al ways adrired as staying tme
to e=rolving from its original 1765 design.
&lthongh Helza1s abonut to o into hiberma-
tion mode for the winter, safelytoc ked awazy
mthe garaze at s office, Brian knows that
whe never he's having a rongh day he can
always head over to give the 711 a wash
and wav, a ritual that nesrer ceazes to puat
his rund atease. The Porsche's sleek lines
are a5 much a delight for s hands and
gponge as thewrare for his exes.

Lfter several decades nrvested in the
Clucag o see e Bran koowes baeller B ooanye-
one that the autornotree worldis full of sur-
prises, opporinubes and listory. Whathet-
tor cxample of how: the corarmunity can hum
full circle than to return to that celebrated
Ferrari 250 LM that launched Paul in the
directon that hac talen hirn to where he 1=
today.

"1 waras at an ewvent A0 years atter | tst
atterided that rare at Fllthart Talee ™ he ve-
calls, “and [ was acting as MC o a room
full of people that also included that exact
car —not just any Ferrari LR but that same
wvehicle that had wonbackatBoad hrnetica
m 1204, Augie Palyst wasalso mattendance
that mght, and I was grven the opporbots
to rmeet hirm. While shalung s hand, [ was
o roome byernotion.” The Imewledge that
50 rolany years later, Brian was once again
tace to tace with the ve ryroofs ot los auto-
trotmee passion
was a firm re-
minder of just
howr lucley he
had been as a
ToulE nan to
find the inspi-
| ration  that
| would fuel his
drearns for the
rest of lns adult
hifr
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